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Letter from the Executive Director – Fiscal Year Ending 6/30/2014 
 
Dear Supporter: 
 
Welcome and thank you for taking the time to learn more about our ministry. Included in this report 
are a summary of the audited financial results for fiscal year ending June 30, 2014, our updated “Just 
the Facts” document, and several family profiles. All help to give you a better understanding of the 
results we have recently achieved. Among our 2014 accomplishments: 
 

 4 families moved into their homes and started paying an affordable mortgage to Habitat 

 13 homes sponsored and built through our International Ministry program in Lesotho, Cambodia, 
and Paraguay 

 18 individuals graduated from our Blueprints Family Support Program 

 14,461 hours of volunteer labor were donated to Habitat, representing a 29% increase from last 
fiscal year 

 4 families had their homes repaired in response to the 2013 floods with another 19 projects 
started or completed by the end of the year 

 
As reported in previous reports, each home dedication represents not just an exciting completion of 
the construction process but also another step in a multi-year relationship we’re building with our 
families. As many of you know after a family moves into their home, they pay a no-profit, affordable 
mortgage. The proceeds of that mortgage are recycled into building more homes. So, while our 
families build equity in their home, they also know they are helping someone else in need. In fact, 
often times the person they help is a future neighbor on their street.   
 
In 2013 we celebrated our 25th Anniversary. As part of that we went back and interviewed several of 
our families who have been in their homes for a long time. Of the now 65 homes constructed in the St 
Vrain Valley, 60 still retain the same homeowner and 10 homeowners have paid off their mortgage in 
full. In addition we calculated some of the ways that our homeowners have contributed back to our 
community. One quantitative way is by paying property taxes. Since 1988, our homeowners have paid 
over $573,000 in property taxes with $69,379 of that coming in 2014.  
 
Another exciting development in Fiscal Year 2014 was the expansion of our ReStore. The emergence of 
the Habitat ReStore across the country and within the St Vrain Valley has allowed us to diversify our 
financial support while expanding our outreach and providing a community service. Since inception our 
Longmont ReStore has earned $522,636 in unrestricted net income that is used for our programs. The 
ReStore has also calculated that they have diverted over 2,000 tons of items that otherwise would 
have ended up in landfills. Finally, the store has paid $120,065 to the City of Longmont and $169,923 to 
the State of Colorado in retail tax proceeds. In March of 2014 we completed a 50% increase in the size 
of the ReStore as well as completed other improvements such as parking lot paving. This has allowed 
for a better donor and customer experience and has started to achieve a higher level of fundraising for 
our programs.  
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Through our construction projects alone, St. Vrain Habitat has permanently changed the lives of 166 
families in the last 26 years. We know there is still so much to do in the communities we serve and we 
can only succeed with the help of our volunteers and donors.  We will continue to use the funds we 
have been blessed with to efficiently serve new families by building simple, decent, affordable housing.  
We will build more effective families with programs like the Keys Community.  We ask you to join us by 
contributing your time, talents and funds to the Habitat mission here in the St. Vrain Valley. If there are 
any questions about our financial statements please do not hesitate to contact me for clarification.   
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
David C. Emerson 
Executive Director 
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Just The Facts 

Below are a few facts you may not have known about Habitat for Humanity of the St Vrain Valley. For more 

information about our program or ways to get involved, please contact the Habitat office.   

Housing Program 

 Build and Sell homes for families and individuals in the 20% - 60% average Median Income Segment 

 Homeowners pay an affordable mortgage which is reinvested to build more homes 

o As we increase number of mortgages, we can build more homes 

 % of homeowners Current or Ahead (March 2015):   85% 

 # of foreclosures since inception:     0 

 # of Homeowners who have paid off their Mortgage   10 (15.6%) 

 Affiliate Year of Inception:     1988 

 Total  Number of Houses built locally (through February 2015): 65 

 Total Number of Repairs Completed:    24 (21 in response to 2013 flood) 

 Tithe 

o Total Tithe since inception (through 3/31/15):   $502,168 (est to have built 121 homes) 

 Where has Tithe gone:      

 support two Mexican affiliates  

- Chiapas area of Mexico (Southern most portion of country) 

 Cambodia – one of the poorest countries in the world 

 Paraguay – Teachers represent the majority of current Habitat homeowners 

 Haiti –Disaster Relief Housing 

 Nicaragua 

 Lesotho 

 Expense Ratios (Based on 6/30/2014 audited financials): 

o “Support Service (Administration)”:   7% (Best In Class < 15%, Charitynavigator.org) 

o “Fund Raising”:    7% (Best In Class <  10%, Charitynavigator.org) 

o “Program”:      86% (Best In Class > 75%, Charitynavigator.org) 

 

ReStore Facts 

 Number of tons diverted from area landfills (estimated - inception through 11/8/14): 2075  tons 

o Over  510,000 pounds of metal, plastics, books and clothes have been recycled since 6/1/12  

 Dollars Raised for construction (inception through 2/28/15):    $522,636 

 Sales Tax paid to City (inception through 2/28/15):     $120,065 

 Sales Tax paid to State (inception through 2/28/15):      $169,923  
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Board of Directors 
FY 2014 

 
Katie Byrnes – President 

 
Jeff King - Treasurer 

 
Theresa Pickner – Secretary 

 
Jason Remmerde – At Large 

 
Gary Barnett – At Large 

 
Katie Byrnes – At Large 

 
Richard Dierks – At Large 

 
Jeff King – At Large 
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Family Profiles – Flood Impacted Family 
 

Ramon and Carman Vasquez used to live on Park Street in 

Lyons, Colorado, with their two sons Aaron and Alex.  

Aaron is a sophomore at Lyons High School while Alex goes 

to Lyons Elementary.  Ramon is legally blind and also faces 

other health challenges.  The Vasquez family are third 

generation Lyons residents and love their community.   

Their lives were changed forever the night of September 12, 

2013 when a flood swept into their neighborhood.  They 

were evacuated from their home in rushing waters.  The 

family lived at the confluence of the North and South St. 

Vrain Rivers and bore the full effects of the flood waters that 

engulfed the Town of Lyons in what turned out to be a 500 

year flood event.   

 

The Vasquez home was inundated and eventually declared 

uninhabitable.  They lost all their belongings.  They are 

currently living in an apartment in Longmont.  While they 

have received help from FEMA and the local community, 

they did not know how they would ever restore their home.   

With encouragement from the Lyons Volunteers team, they 

turned to Habitat for help.  Habitat has demolished the old 

structure and will be building a new home on their property.  

Habitat is working with the flood insurance company and 

local bank to make sure that the family will be able to stay in 

this new home.  The structure will be built above the flood plain so that they will no longer be threatened by 

future floods.   

 

The entire family is very happy to be able to move back into a home. They look forward to returning to their 

own space in their own community soon. When asked what having their home rebuilt would mean to the 

family, Ramon said, “We’re very happy to be getting a house… My littlest son will be able to play in the 

backyard and not be cooped up in the apartment all the time. It will be great to be back in Lyons again. 

Thanks to the Lord our God first and thanks you folks for a lot of things… If it wasn’t for you guys I don’t 

know what we would have done… We will enjoy our new house and be very happy. “ 
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Family Profile - Flood Impacted Family 
 

January 2014 
Jose and Florina Soto and their four daughters had been living in 
the Royal Mobile Home Park in south Longmont for the last 9 
years. They had recently renovated their mobile home with new 
windows (purchased at the ReStore) and new carpeting. They 
were finally feeling like their house was “complete.” Their trailer 
was paid for but they were still paying lot rent. They had 
considered applying to Habitat but were unsure they would 
qualify and were feeling settled in their newly renovated home. 
 
Then on September 12, 2013, the Soto family was evacuated by 
emergency personnel when the flood waters reached their door. 
They ran out of the house leaving everything behind but a few 
important documents and a diaper bag. The girls were in their 
pajamas and the littlest wasn’t even wearing shoes.  
 
The family found temporary shelter at the St. Vrain Memorial 
Building where they stayed the weekend, eventually moving in 
with family when the shelter closed. Jose and Florina were 
allowed  
1 hour under emergency personnel supervision to go back to the 

house, survey the damage and collect what they could. They were only able to salvage a few 
clothes that had been hanging and untouched by the flood but everything else was destroyed 
including a truck they had left parked at the home. 
 
With knowledge of local community services, Florina and Jose quickly started to put the pieces of 
their life back together. They found temporary accommodations at The Inn Between in Longmont. 
Two weeks later they attended the Homeowner Orientation for Habitat and began the process of 
applying for a home. The Soto family was told they were accepted into the program right before 
Christmas. Their four girls were thrilled and immediately started dreaming of what Christmas would 
be like in their new home. 
 
The family received assistance from FEMA which they are saving to help with the down payment on 
their new Habitat home. They were able to purchase a new truck which Jose needs for his 
construction job with personal savings.  They have received other assistance from the Longmont 
community to help get them back on their feet.  
 
“We will be very happy to finish and maintain our home; to show what our family can achieve.” - 
Florina Soto 
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