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Framing Punchlist 

1. Remove and de-nail all bracing, stack neatly in 2x4 pile. 
2. Cabinet blocking, 2x6 block centered at 34”, 53”, and 83”. 
3. Rat runs in attic. 
4. Permanent truss bracing 
5. Truss blocking 
6. Check and fix all top plate nailing 
7. Check melt away clips at shaft liner 
8. Check doors for rough openings and plumb 
9. Cut out bottom plates 
10. Attic access (22x30 minimum) 
11. Gable clips 
12. Hurricane clips on trusses H2.5s 
13. Fire blocking 
14. Lid in mechanical room 
15. Knee wall under stairs 
16. Drywall under stairs 
17. Knee walls in kitchen 
18. Verify tub space 
19. verify hallway and room sizes 
20. Stairway blocking at 34" from nose of the step. 
21. Drywall nailer 
22. Clean up 

Once all main framing on the house is complete there are still several smaller jobs that need to be done before 

we can close the walls. Some things are structural, such as strapping and attic bracing and some things help with 

tasks that are to come later, such as cabinet blocking. It is also the last opportunity we have to ensure that our 

int. framing is correct; Door openings are correctly sized and plumb, there is adequate room for tubs and 

hallways, things like that. I have included above a detailed list of all of the common framing punchlist items and 

will describe them below but there could always be additional stuff to add to the list.  

 

Materials Needed: 

1. Hammer and crowbar/nail puller 

2. Skill saw 

3. Strapping and strap nails 

4. Chalk line 

5. Miter or Circular Saw 

6. Framing Nails 

7. Hand Tools 
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Most Common Mistakes:  

Roles 

Construction:  

1. Remove and de-nail all 2x4 bracing 

 Before the plywood is nailed on both the walls and the roof 2x4 bracing is used to hold the house 

framing square, plumb and straight. However once the plywood on the roof and walls is fully 

nailed off the bracing can be removed. Using a hammer and a crowbar pull the bracing away 

from the walls.  

 Once the bracing is pulled away from the walls use the hammer and the crowbar, or a cat’s paw 

nail puller if you have one, to remove all of the nails that were holding the 2x4’s to the walls.  

 Finally, neatly stack all of the 2x4’s in a hallway in the house. They will be used for other back 

out framing tasks. 

2. Cabinet Blocking 

 Cabinet blocking is installed ahead of drywall to ensure that cabinets can be securely fastened to 

the wall. The cabinet blocking will go in the kitchen area.  

 Start by figuring out how far the cabinets will extend along the kitchen walls. Use the house 

plans to do so, ask the site supervisor for them.  

 Snap chalk lines at 34, 53, and 83 inches from the floor in the kitchen and install a 2x6 block 

centered on your lines in every stud bay.  

3. Rat runs in Attic 

 Trusses are nailed at either end of house but not in the middle which leaves them loose and they 

can move. To stabilize them and make sure they are immovable we install rat runs. Rat runs are 

just 2x4s that get nailed to the top of the bottom chord to stabilize the trusses.   

 Use the 2x4s that were removed from the bracing. You want to have the trusses stable every ten 

feet so start on one end of the house and come 10ft over. Slide the longest 2x4s you can fit in 

between the trusses so that they lay flat on top of the bottom chord of the trusses.  

 Next you will need to nail the 2x4s down to the trusses. Start on one end and drive 2 nails into 

the first truss. Then you should make sure the trusses are 2ft on center. Once they are correct nail 

them down with 2 nails into each truss. Once you start with a new board make sure it overlaps at 

least on truss back from the last one.  

4. Permanent truss bracing.  

 Each set of trusses is different and needs to be braced differently. The trusses come with specs on 

how to brace them. Consult your supervisor on the specifics for the house you are working in.  

5. Truss blocking 

 Raised heel trusses require blocking in-between to ensure that they don’t roll under stress. A 2x8 

block is usually spec’d out in the plans but sometimes it’s different. Consult the supervisor on the 

exact block size. 
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 Measure between the trusses and cut the block with either the miter saw or the circular saw. Nail 

the block into the trusses so it is flush with the outside of wall. 

6. Check and fix all top plate nailing 

 Top plates should be nailed with 2 nails every 12 inches. This ensures that top plates are solidly 

nailed down and won’t cup or separate.  

7. Check melt away clips at shaft liner 

 Melt away clips should be placed a maximum of every 5ft along 2ft centers. This is easy along 

the wall as the studs line up with the H Channel and you can easily put a melt away clip every 5ft 

along the studs but once you get to the trusses the webbing doesn’t match up the same way. 

Check to ensure there are enough clips in the webbing to meet the standard 

8.  Check doors for rough openings and plumb 

 Before installing drywall is the last chance to make sure that the doors are all properly sized and 

installed. check the plans to know what size the doors are supposed to be. On the plans doors are 

spec’d with 4 numbers that tell you how big the door is. For example, 30x68. The first pair of 

numbers is the width of the door and the 2nd pair of numbers is the height. The first number of a 

pair stands for feet and the 2nd number stands for inches. So a 30x68 door is a 3ft 0in width by a 

6ft 8in height. However, there is one more trick to doors. The spec’d sized of the door is the 

actual door slab size but doesn’t account for the jamb. The rough opening of a door is sized up 

by 2 inches to allow the door to be set properly. Therefore the rough opening for a 30x68 door is 

38 inches wide and 82 inches tall.  

 2ndly make sure to check that the 2 sides of the door and the top are all plumb and level. 

9. Cut out Bottom plates 

 Using a reciprocating saw cut out the bottom plates under the doors. Try to cut down flush with 

the jack stud and stop before cutting through the floor.  

10. Attic access 

    

11. Gable Clips 

 The gable is held very well by straps and plywood on the exterior walls but the gable ends that 

meet the shaft wall are not. For this truss, we use a Simpson L bracket. Nail the L bracket in tight 

to the top plate and the bottom chord of the truss. Nail one L bracket every 4ft.  

12. Hurricane clips on trusses H2.5s  

 

 hurricane clips get installed on every truss. They ensure that the trusses stay adhered to the top 

plate in high winds. Make sure that the clips are high enough so that they are completely out of 

the way of the drywall that will be hung on the ceiling. Make sure to fill every hole in the strap.  

13. Fire blocking 
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 Fire blocking is needed to keep fire from moving within walls. Fire needs oxygen/air to continue and if 

you block the air flow the fire will be at least slowed down. Many things need fire blocking including 

stairways, soffits, and top plates. It can vary from house to house. Basically, any space that won’t be filled 

with insulation is a place that fire can travel.  

 Use a combination of scrap lumber, plywood, and fiberglass insulation to block the passage of fire in any 

section greater than 10ft or from one level of the house to the next.  

 See this link for more information https://www.icreatables.com/how-to-build-shed/framing/fire-blocking 
14. Lid in mechanical room 

 Before the plumber and mechanical guy run pipes through the ceiling in mechanical room install a 

plywood ceiling. 

15. Lid above mechanical soffit 

 Using scrap plywood install a ceiling above where the soffit for the mechanical system will go.  
16. Knee walls in kitchen 

 The half wall on the end of the kitchen and the stairway wall don’t get built in initial framing. 

The houses have different size walls so use the house plans to build them properly. Get the plans 

from your site supervisor. 

17. Verify tub space 

 The tub space should be 60 ¼ inches. If it is any smaller or more than ¼ inch bigger then it will 

need to be fixed.  

18. verify hallway and room sizes 

 Using the house plans, verify that the hallways and the bedrooms are the correct size.  

19. Stairway blocking at 34" from nose of the step. 

 Just like with cabinet blocking we need to install blocking for the handrail on the stairway. The 

blocking should be installed at an angle that matches the stairs and centered at 34 inches from the 

front edge of the step.  

20. Drywall nailer 

 When hanging drywall all the ends need to be completely screwed off. This is easy in most 

places where the drywall ends on a stud but in many inside corners there isn’t anything to attach 

the drywall to. In all these areas, we all nailer to the walls to. The main place that needs it is the 

ceiling. Any walls that run parallel with the trusses should get drywall nailer.  

21. Clean up 

 Once everything is done inside the house we want to do a serious cleaning of the inside. We 

should sweep the floors and the stud bays using a Shopvac to clean up the last bit.  
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Safety 
 

73 Fall From 
Height 

Fall from ladder on house 
interior 

Be sure a step ladder is fully open and its bracing 
is extended. Be sure the 4 legs are even and level 
set on the ground. Never stand on the top step 
of a step ladder. If necessary, get a taller ladder. 
Never stand on the brace side of the ladder. 
Never reach too far from a ladder. As necessary, 
move the ladder. 

 

 
18 Electrocution Bad cord on power tool Inspect a tool’s cord before using the tool. As 

necessary, red tag and remove from service 

 

20 Electrocution Bad extension cord - frayed, 
broken ground pin,  

Before use, inspect cord for failed strain reliefs, 
cracked or cut insulation and broken ground 
pins.  
 
Red tag and set aside bad extension cords 

 

I have heard and understood the briefings on how to use the tools required for this activity. I have heard 

and understood the methods we use to do this activity 

Date ___________________________ 

_________________ Instructor  Name    _________________________ Signature 

_________________________ Name    _________________________ Signature 
 


