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Tools and Materials Needed: 

1. Trim nails guns loaded with 2 inch finish nails. Uses the small hoses with small fittings. 

2. 6ft and 2 ft levels 

3. Trim miter saw 

4. Coping saw 

5. Angle finder (adjustable square) 

6. ¼ inch reveal trim gauge (homemade blocks of wood) 

Most Common Mistakes:  

1. Poorly fitting miter joint 

2. Inconsistent reveal around door casing 

3. Trim  interferes with electrical boxes 

Roles 

Teams of 2 work well. One person adjusts the door trim or floorboard while another nails. On 

long baseboards, a 2nd person holding the far end of the tape results in better measurements. 

Door Trim Installation 

Before this step, drywall was hung taped and textured and interior doors where installed. The walls 

may or may not have been painted – either way is acceptable.  

 

1. Verify that there is sufficient space for door trim between the doors and any neighboring room 

corner and electric box (including electric trim plate). Rarely, some mistake is made in this area. 

If problems are found, consult the supervisor. 

2. Mark a ¼ inch reveal on the top and both sides of the door casing using the homemade reveal 

gauge.  

3. Measure from the subfloor to the top mark made in step 2. Subtract ¼ inch so that the side 

molding is elevated off the floor by ¼ inch.  

4. Measure from side to side marks made in step 1. This is the size of the short end of the miter cuts 

for the top door trim.  

5. Mark door trim to match the measurements in step 2. You will use 1 full 8ft piece for each of the 

2 side moldings. You can get top pieces for top trim from one 8ft piece.  

6. The 2 side pieces have their 45 degree miter cuts in opposite directions – the low side of the 

molding is toward the door. The marks you made are for the low end of the miter cut. 

7. The top piece of molding has a miter cut on both ends. The cuts are in opposite directions. The 

pencil marks you made are for the low end (short side) of the 45 degree miter 

8. Put one of the side trim pieces up to the door frame so that it covers the frame up to the ¼ inch 

reveal marks which was made with the trim gauge. Secure it with 2 nails. 

9. Place the top piece of trim in place and line the angles up at the corner. Level the piece and tack 

it in place with 1 or 2 nails. Repeat with the other side trim piece. If any piece is too long, trim to 

fit. Carefully evaluate how the top and side miters are come together. The miter might not close 

properly and/or one or more board may be twisted. Adjust as needed. This may include removing 

some drywall thickness under the trim. After you are satisfied with appearance, add more nails. 

Baseboard Installation:  

It is preferred that sheet vinyl was installed in kitchen and bathrooms prior to this step.  If vinyl has 
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not yet been installed, do not put baseboard down in those areas. The sheet vinyl installer expects to 

run his sheet vinyl under the edge that will be covered by baseboard, thus covering any irregularity 

in his cuts.   

 

1. Cut shims to keep the trim off the floor in areas that will have carpeting. These shims are scraps 

of door trim, ½ inch thick. This allows the carpet to be properly tucked under the trim.  

2. When installing baseboard in vinyl areas, use a business card or similar to shim the baseboard off 

the vinyl so it has room to expand.   

3. Where vinyl and carpet meet, keep the top of the baseboard at the same height by ripping the 

bottom of the carpet trim with the table saw OR make a butt joint where they meet and shift the 

carpet trim up so the top of the bases offset. 

4. Check the corners where the baseboard will be set. It is not unusual that you need to scrape away 

excess drywall mud in some corners. 

5. Outside corners are made using miter joints cut at 45-degree angles. Inside corners are made 

using either miter or coping Coping produces somewhat better results, especially if the corner is 

not quite 90 degrees. If no one is experienced in coping, miter is acceptable.   

6. In almost all cases, a single stick of baseboard will cover a wall. Do not try to economize by 

splicing multiple pieces together to cover a wall. That is a false economy at the expense of 

appearance. If you have a long wall that requires two pieces of baseboard, join the two pieces 

with two 45-degree cuts If possible, locate this joint at a wall stud.  

7. Nail the baseboard trim to the wall using finishing nails. Nail these into the baseboard every 18 

inches. Nail about 1 inch above the floor. These nails should go into the bottom plate of the wall. 

Check that the baseboard is not tilted after nailing. Correct as needed.  

8. Trim above drywall wrapped bifold and bypass door openings. This trim should hang about ½ 

inch down below the door opening – enough to hide the track hardware, but not so much as to 

make it difficult to hang the door on the hardware.  The ends should run about 1 inch beyond the 

edge of the door opening Finish the ends of this trim with a 22 degree miter cut. Do not put 

baseboard at the bottom of openings for bifold and bypass doors. That baseboard would interfere 

with these doors closing. 

9. Baseboard on stairways requires you bisect the angle of the stairway. Bisecting can be done 

graphically, or with a compass. Consult with the supervisor. The angle for this cut has been 18 ¾ 

degree. Verify this angle as things might shift a little if landing height or stair factory fabrication 

is a little different. 

Cap Installation:  

1. 1x MDF eased edge caps should be installed on the kitchen half wall  and stairway wall,  

2. Measure the length and width. Cut to fit with The kitchen cap will have door trim below on both 

side. The stairway cap has no trim below. 

3. Cut and apply door trim below the kitchen half wall cap. 

 

Attic Hatch Trim 

1. The perimeter of the attic hatch hole is trimmed with 1x2 MDF or equivalent. The 2 inch 

dimension of the 1x2 is vertical. This 1x is what actually supports the drywall hatch cover.  

2. The ceiling around the hatch is trimmed with door trim material with mitered joints. This door 

trim material extends into the hatch opening space enough to cover the 1x2 installed in step 1. 

3. Several pieces of scrap 2x6 are attached to the top side of the drywall hatch cover. Attach this 

with drywall screws through the hatch cover. This gives the hatch enough weight to give a good 
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air seal. 
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Safety 
 

50 Tools - Hand 
and Power 

Miter saw - one hand pulling 
trigger on handle, other hand 
too close to cut zone, hand 
cut 

If necessary, switch hands so hand holding the 
material is well away from blade. Do not trim 
very small pieces. Cut a new small piece for a 
larger piece that will allow you holding hand to 
be far away from blade. 

 

 
46 Struck By Power tools sawdust or other 

objects shot toward eyes 
Safety Glasses required with any power tools 

 

44 Struck By Nail gun Safety Glasses Required 
 
All guns must be in single shot mode. No bump 
fire guns 
 
Air hose must be disconnected during any 
servicing, unjamming, etc 
 
Never shoot toward yourself or anyone else.  
 
If you must hold one of the pieces of wood being 
nailed together, be sure your hand is at least 1 ft 
from the shooting tip of the gun 

 

65 Power 
Tools 

The table saw is, arguably, 
the most dangerous power 
tool on site. It is very easy to 
get your fingers too close to 
the blade, especially when 
ripping small pieces. 

1) on large sheets, always use a minimum 
of 3 people – one guiding lumber against 
fence, one helping with in-feed and one 
helping with out-feed. 2) on small pieces, 
always use a push stick – never have 
fingers closer than 6 inches to blade. 3) 
Run blade at its lowest height adequate to 
cut your material. 
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I have heard and understood the briefings on how to use the tools required for this activity. I have heard 

and understood the methods we use to do this activity 

Date ___________________________ 

_________________ Instructor  Name    _________________________ Signature 

_________________________ Name    _________________________ Signature 
 


