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Materials Needed: 

1. Nail gun(s)  

2. 8D and 16D galvanized ring shank nails  

3. Chalk line  

4. Miter saw 

5. Table saw to rip soffit to necessary width 

6. Extension ladders and/or scaffolds 

Most Common Mistakes:  

1. Soffit not level from side to side 

2. Soffit not snug on one side to fascia and other side to wall. 

3. Unvented soffit used where vented is required.  

4. Crooked joint between the butt ends of 2 pieces of soffit. 

Roles 

1. Find level for 2x4 ledger board – 1 person 

2. Cut ledger and soffit to length 

3. Nail up ledger, nail up soffit – 2 or more people. 

Construction: 

Habitat is doing soffit 2 different ways. In the past, most soffit was done as “flat soffit” – case 1 

illustrated below. In some more recent homes, we are doing sloping soffit – case 2 illustrated below. 
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Case 1 – flat soffit 

a) Soffit is the board the runs between the fascia 

and the wall on the underside of exterior 

overhangs. 

b) On gable ends, unvented soffit is used. 

Typically, vented soffit is used everywhere 

else. There are exceptions where unvented 

must be used due to fire codes concerning fire 

progression from one home to another. Check 

with the site supervisor if that is the case on 

the home you are working on. Fresh air enters 

the attic through the soffit vents and exits the 

attic via the ridge vents at the top of the 

shingling. Install soffit with vents toward the 

outside of the house. 

c) Soffit is normally installed before the top 

piece of siding is installed. After the soffit is 

in, the top most piece of siding is rip-cut to fit 

in the remaining wall space. 

d)  It is convenient that soffit be set when the 

siding crew has the scaffold in place. On a 2 

story house, it is difficult to set 16 ft long 

pieces of soffits from tall extension ladders.   

e) Soffit is supported on one side by the 

subfascia. Typically the subfascia is a 2x6 and the finish fascia is 1x8 . This leaves about a 1 ¾  

inch reveal. The ¼ inch thick soffit fits nicely in there, leaving about a 1 ½ inch reveal. 

 

f) Soffit is supported on the other side by a 2x4 ledger board that is attached to the wall. This 2x4 

is set so that its bottom edge is level with the bottom edge of the subfascia. Use a level or other 

means to find this elevation. Snap a chalk line from end to end on the house at this elevation 

and carefully set the 2x4 on that line.   

 

a. On homes that have walls sheeted with 1 inch foam, depending on the pitch of the roof 

and how the foam was attached, it may be necessary to attach this ledger 2x4 with 4 inch 

screws. 16D nails will not engage sufficiently through a 2x4, through 1 inch of foam and 

into the house framing. . 

 

b. It is best to use 16ft 2x4s for this ledger. This ledger needs to be very flat. Any 

significant variation in elevation may be visible in the finished product.  And, any 

elevation variation will make ripping the final piece of siding much harder.  

 

c. At the gable ends, this ledger boards needs to run out to be flush with the subfascia on 

the gable. This is what holds the inside edge of the soffit out into the gable overhang. 

And, it is used to support the cornice return (aka “bird box”) that trims the intersection 

of the 2 overhangs. 



320 - Hanging Soffit 

Rev 4.0 5/22/2015 

g) Rip the soffit to the width of the overhang. Since there can be some inconsistencies in the width 

of the overhang, measure in multiple places and rip to the minimum width you measure. If there 

is more than ½ inch variance, consult with the site supervisor.  

h) Nail the soffit up with 8D galvanized gun nails. Nail on both sides about every 1 ft. The soffit 

runs out to the end of the gable overhangs. 

i) On long sides of a house, you will need 2 or more lengths of soffit. Plan your cuts so that the 

butt joint will be factory edge to factory edge. This joint will be visible for the life of the home 

and so you want it to be tight and square. 

j) Where 2 soffits meet at a corner, you need to build a cornice return (aka “bird box”) To make a 

bird box; 

a. Cut a piece of scrap belly band to run vertically from the rake soffit to the gable soffit. 

Cut and angle on one side to match the roof pitch. Make the piece tall enough to have 

the same reveal at the bottom as exists on the fascia (1 ½ inch). Attach this piece to the 

ledger 2x4 using 8d gun nails 

b. Cut a triangular piece to fit between the gable fascia and the piece you made in step 1. 

The bottom of this triangle should be level to the house. Any crookedness in any aspect 

of the upper trim can show up in the need to do considerable adjusting to this piece. 

Attach with 16D galvanized nails into the ledger board and construction adhesive to the 

gable fascia. 

k) While the ladders or scaffold are still up, caulk the joints on both sides of the soffit. Depending 

on fit, there may be considerable caulking to be done. 

 

Case 2 - Slopped Soffit 

 
a) Roof trusses are delivered shimmed out to 5 inches 

b) When subfascia was set, it was ripped with its bottom edge at the same angle as the truss tails 

and nailed with its bottom edge flush to the shimmed out bottom of the truss tail. 

c) Soffit is attached to the shimmed out rafter tail and ripped subfascia. It is at the same slopping 

angle as the roof. 

d) At intersections of gables and rakes, the 2 soffits should intersect simply in the same plane at a 

45 degree angle. 

e) At the time of this writing, there is an unresolved problem with gable/rake intersections. 

The gable has full 5 ½ inch tall subfascia while the rake as subfascia that is about 5 inches 

tall. Currently, we think we will have to shim the rake to 5 ½ inches to make this all 

match. It is TBD if there is a better solution 
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Safety 

 
5 Fall From 

Height 
Scaffold collapses or worker 
falls off scaffold while doing 
siding, caulking, painting 

Inspect scaffold at start of day. Insure guardrail 
and all X braces are up, all legs are properly 
adjusted, no excess wear and tear on the 
decking. If, after these checks, scaffold is still 
wobbly, find a way to tie the top off to some 
secure structure. Sign off on the scaffolding 
inspection log 
 
If possible, use extension ladder (preferably 
those with top hooks) to climb into scaffold. It is 
much easier to enter scaffold from extension 
ladder than climbing onto scaffold deck from 
scaffold's integral ladder. At the 2d level, enter 
through the safety rail end where the lower bar 
has been re-welded lower.  
 
Be sure the safety chain spans the opening on 
the panels at the end of the scaffold  
 
Caution workers to avoid distractions so they 
don't take step off edge.  
 
Caution workers to minimize movement around 
on the scaffold. 
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6 Fall From 
Height 

Fall off scaffold while 
assembling  or disassembling 
scaffold 

A "regular volunteer” or supervisor who is 
trained as an OSHA scaffolding competent 
person is  clearly in charge and giving direction. 
He/she is one of the two up top while raising or 
lowering scaffold.  
 
The largest risk is when person climbs onto the 
deck of 1st or 2nd course in order to raise the 
frames for the next course (or guard rail). For 
that moment, he/she is not protected by any 
guard rail.  
 
It is under evaluation if a small SRL should be 
attached to the top of the lower frame as fall 
protection. That probably would be ineffective at 
1st level, but would probably be effective at 2nd 
level.  
 
 

 

7 Fall From 
Height 

Fall from ladder set on porch 
or garage roof to do siding, 
soffit, painting, etc on area 
above porch or garage 

A fall arrest anchor must exist overhead. 
Typically, this is a nylon strap looped around the 
gable or rafter tail above the work area. 
 
Workers must wear fall arrest harness and be 
tied-off to this anchor. 
 
As possible, nail a cleat to the roof to better 
prevent the bottom of the ladder from sliding 
out. 
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9 Fall From 
Height 

Fall from ladder set on 
ground to doing siding, 
painting, etc 

Scaffolding should be used instead of ladders 
whenever possible.  
 
The largest risk of serious injury is tall extension 
ladders.  As necessary, dig out dirt under high leg 
to level the ladder. Set ladder at 4:1 angle (4’ up 
for every 1’ out from wall) 
 
Worker must have 3 points of contact (typically 2 
feet and 1 hand). Use hooks for paint buckets.  
 
Do not reach out too far left or right. Reaching 
too far can lead to you falling off the ladder or 
tipping the ladder over. Climb down and move 
the ladder to where you where reaching 

 

44 Struck By Nail gun Safety Glasses Required 
 
All guns must be in single shot mode. No bump 
fire guns 
 
Air hose must be disconnected during any 
servicing, unjamming, etc 
 
Never shoot toward yourself or anyone else.  
 
If you must hold one of the pieces of wood being 
nailed together, be sure your hand is at least 1 ft 
from the shooting tip of the gun 

 

46 Struck By Power tools sawdust or other 
objects shot toward eyes 

Safety Glasses required with any power tools 

 

48 Tools - Hand 
and Power 

Circular Saw - arms, legs etc 
too close to cut 

Common practice among carpenters is to 
support the cut with their foot. This is not 
accepted practice at Habitat. Cut to be done on 
saw horses or otherwise supported away from 
body 
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50 Tools - Hand 
and Power 

Miter saw - one hand pulling 
trigger on handle, other hand 
too close to cut zone, hand 
cut 

If necessary, switch hands so hand holding the 
material is well away from blade. Do not trim 
very small pieces. Cut a new small piece for a 
larger piece that will allow you holding hand to 
be far away from blade. 

 

51 Tools - Hand 
and Power 

Defective or dull power tool Red tag defective or dull tools. Do not put back 
such tools back in the POD exposing some other 
worker to the same risk. 

 

I have heard and understood the briefings on how to use the tools required for this activity. I have heard 

and understood the methods we use to do this activity 

Date ___________________________ 

_________________ Instructor  Name    _________________________ Signature 

_________________________ Name    _________________________ Signature 
 

 

 

 


