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Materials Needed: 

1. Trusses – 
separated 
and prepared 
during the 
“Prepare 
Trusses” 
work step 

2. Roof 
Sheeting 

3. Tag line, 
straps and cables – brought by the crane operators 

Construction: 

1) Prior to the crane arriving, talk to the team that will set the trusses. Establish, in what 
order the trusses will be lifted. Familiarize yourself with the trusses. If they are not 
symmetrical, learn which end goes at what end of the house. 

2) Prior to the crane arriving, prepare the stack(s) of sheeting for lift. If there is more than 
1 kind of sheeting (for example, OSB and fire-resistant plywood), set in 2 piles. The piles 
need to be elevated enough so that you can get crane straps near both ends of the 8ft 
dimension. 

3) Lightweight commons are lifted by looking the cable around the peak. Heavy pre-built 
gables must have a stronger lift point. This is done by strongly nailing a 2x4 horizontally 
to the backside of the gable near the peak. The crane strap goes diagonally around the 
2x4 and the vertical center cord of the gable. Be sure each gable has this 2x4 nailed on. 

4) When the crane arrives, Review with him the order in which trusses will be lifted. 
5) The roof sheeting is lifted 1st. For each pile of sheeting, set the straps about 1 ft in from 

the ends of the 8 ft dimension. Loop one end through the other and center it on the top 
of the stack. Hook the remaining end into the crane hook. Stand back and signal the 
crane to lift. 

6) When the 1st load of sheeting is secure on the deck, the crew will throw the straps down 
to you. While the crane is resetting for the next pickup, loop the straps around the 2nd 
load of sheeting. 

7) Per the pre-arranged order, loop the crane cable through the top of the trusses. Attach 
the tag line to the tail of the rafter, using a simple knot that can be easily released by 
the truss place crew. 

8) As the truss is lifted, keep the tag line taut and help orient the truss in the right 
direction, to make it easy for the truss place crew. 
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Safety 
 

42 Struck by Sheeting or trusses being 
lifted by crane strikes a 
worker on ground or guiding 
load onto floor. A large stack 
of sheeting is heavy and has a 
lot of momentum. 

Put a tag line on the sheeting and trusses. Person 
guiding to the deck can do some the guiding with the 
tag line 

 

I have heard and understood the briefings on how to use the tools required for this activity. I have heard 

and understood the methods we use to do this activity 

Date ___________________________ 

_________________ Instructor  Name    _________________________ Signature 

_________________________ Name    _________________________ Signature 

 


