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Tools and Materials Needed 

1. 4x8 x ½ inch textured ceiling sheeting  

2. 16ft x 1 ft ½ inch trim material 

3. 16ft 1x4 trim 

4. Circular saw 

5. Jig Saw 

6. Nail gun with 8D galvanized nails 

Most Common Mistakes 

1. Gaps around edges of porch ceiling. 

2. Gaps between ceiling sheets 

3. Gaps between ceiling sheets and can light fixtures 

Construction 

1. Nailers are needed all around where the porch ceiling sheets will mount. This includes where the 2 

sheets will intersect in the center of the ceiling. Without this nailer in the center, over time, the sheets 

will sag differently and a gap will open across the ceiling. Install these nailers 

2. Check the square on the ceiling. If the beams do not create a rectangle, the ceiling sheet may have to be 

cut to some angle to properly fit. 

3. Evaluate the ceiling layout. The biggest challenge is to correctly locate the cutouts for the can lights. 

The safest way to do this is to use “datum dimensioning”. From the end beam, measure to near side and 

far side of the can. From the house wall, measure to the other near side and far side of the can. Mark this 

rectangle on your ceiling sheet. Then, sketch in a circle to fit in that rectangle. Cut out that circle using a 

jig saw. You want a close fit. But, the trim that goes on the can light will cover any imperfection.  

4. Mark on the sheet the center lines for the roof joists to which the sheet will be nailed. 

5. With the help of several people, hold the sheet to the roof joist and nail in place. Repeat these steps for 

each of the remaining sheets. 

6. If there are gable ends on the porch, sheet them with siding, continuing the siding and belly band pattern 

from the surrounding walls. 

7. Hang soffit on the porch overhang. Using non-vented soffit. Hang it in the same manner it was hung on 

the main roof overhang. If there is a “eyebrow” cutout in the front overhang, mounting this soffit may 

involve many complex and critical angles. This may take a considerable amount of careful work. 

8. Mount fascia around the porch roof overhang. Cover the corners with the metal corner covers. 

9. Cover both faces of the front and side beams with the 12 inch x ½ inch trim material (same stuff used 

for soffit). Measure and rip this material so that it hangs 1 inch below the bottom of the beam. Since the 

beams may be a little crooked, measure in several places so you get the 1 inch minimum in all places.  

10. Measure and rip the 1 x 4 trim so that it fits at the bottom of the beam, in between the facing you put on 

the sides of the beam in the above step. Insert and nail. With this 1x4 installed in the 1” gap, you should 

be left with approximately a ¼ inch reveal.  

11. If gaps are too large to be simply caulked, add 1x2 trim where needed. 
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Safety 
73 Fall From 

Height 
Fall from ladder on house 
interior 

Be sure a step ladder is fully open and its bracing 
is extended. Be sure the 4 legs are even and level 
set on the ground. Never stand on the top step 
of a step ladder. If necessary, get a taller ladder. 
Never stand on the brace side of the ladder. 
Never reach too far from a ladder. As necessary, 
move the ladder. 

 

28 Hazardous 
Material 

Silica dust during hammer 
drilling of holes for 
foundation expansion bolts 

Do not blow concrete dust away from hole. Keep 
your head away from the drilling area. Brush the 
concrete dust away from yourself 

 

48 Tools - Hand 
and Power 

Circular Saw - arms, legs etc 
too close to cut 

Common practice among carpenters is to 
support the cut with their foot. This is not 
accepted practice at Habitat. Cut to be done on 
saw horses or otherwise supported away from 
body 

 

51 Tools - Hand 
and Power 

Defective or dull power tool Red tag defective or dull tools. Do not put back 
such tools back in the POD exposing some other 
worker to the same risk. 

 

I have heard and understood the briefings on how to use the tools required for this activity. I have heard 

and understood the methods we use to do this activity 

Date ___________________________ 

_________________ Instructor  Name    _________________________ Signature 

_________________________ Name    _________________________ Signature 
 

 


